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EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES IN
SPANISH WEST FLORIDA,
1781-1821
by JACK D. L. H OLMES

G

Vicente Folch y Juan opened his son Stephen’s 1797
letter with eager hands. Due to the Anglo-Spanish war, communications to Pensacola had been delayed, and he was relieved
to learn that both his sons were well. To his superior, CaptainGeneral Conde de Santa Clara, at Havana, Governor Folch wrote,
“The lack of opportunity which is generally true of these (frontier) places for providing the youth with an adequate education,
has induced me to send my sons to London where they may learn
English to perfection, such skill being of inestimable value in
these provinces.“1
If, as Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote, “all educated Americans,
first or last, to go to Europe,” then Folch’s sons Martin and Stephen,
obviously had an advantage shared by too few of the Spanish
governor’s contemporaries. Apparently, the boys were doing well,
for the elder, Stephen, wrote, “it does not become me to speak in
my own praise, nevertheless, I must say I think myself in the good
graces of Mr. Desailly, [his teacher] I endeavour to push my Education as much as possible, I have lately been put in Virgil &hope
to go thro it with satisfaction.”2 To a father whose own youth had
been spent at military academies studying mathematics and engineering, such news was hardly welcome. He wrote back: “I am
OVERNOR

A retired professor from the University of Alabama in Birmingham, Jack
D. L. Holmes directs the Louisiana Collection Series of Books and Documents on Colonial Louisiana. He presented this paper at the annual meeting of the South Central Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies at Austin,
Texas, March 1981.
1. Folch to Santa Clara, Pensacola [blank] January 1798, Archivo General
de Indias (Sevilla), Papeles procedentes de la Isla de Cuba (hereinafter
cited as AGI, PC), legajo 1501-A. On Folch, see Jack D. L. Holmes,
“Three Early Memphis Commandants: Beauregard, DeVille DeGoutin,
and Folch,” Papers of the West Tennessee Historical Society, XVIII
(1964), 14-26.
2. Stephen Folch to “Mama & Papa” (Vicente Folch and wife, née María
de la Merced Bernardina Rodríguez-Junco), Hammersmith, September
14, 1797, AGI, PC, legajo 1501-A.
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happy to see that you are already translating Virgil, but if your
inclination calls you to a Military career, you must abandon the
study of Latin & give all your application to Mathematics, which
is the science most necessary to make a good officer.“3
Folch’s experience with his two sons may seem an exception
to the general rule that educational opportunities in Spanish
West Florida were strictly limited, but examination of documents, diaries, reports and other sources reveals that a variety of
educational opportunities did exist. Parents could send their
children to Europe or to academies in Philadelphia or Baltimore.
Their daughters might attend the New Orleans Ursuline Convent
School, a popular “finishing school” for the daughters of Louisiana creoles. Others might employ the services of a tutor either for
groups of children or at one plantation at a time. Still other
parents, short of funds, might apprentice their youngsters to
craftsmen who would teach a trade along with the fundamentals
of reading and writing.
West Florida came under Spanish sovereignty as a result of
the campaigns of Bernardo de Gálvez against the British posts at
Manchac and Baton Rouge in 1779, Mobile in 1780, and Pensacola in 1781. By the terms of the Treaty of Versailles (1783),
England ceded East and West Florida to Spain.4 The major
settlements included in West Florida were Natchez, Baton Rouge,
Mobile, and Pensacola. There were a few settlers also living along
the Tensaw and lower Tombigbee rivers in present-day Alabama.
William Dunbar was a scientist living at Baton Rouge and
Natchez before the American period. Educated in the intellectually-curious “Scottish Renaissance” of the eighteenth century,
he was well grounded in mathematics, which he consistently regarded as the key to all problems.5 When it came time for Dunbar
to send his son William away to be educated, he selected John
3. Vincente Folch y Juan to Stephen Folch, Pensacola, January 9, 1798, in
ibid. Apparently both boys followed “Papa’s” advice. They were officers
in the Louisiana Infantry Regiment stationed in West Florida.
4. Tratado definitivo de Paz. . . . Versailles, September 3, 1783, copy printed
at Madrid: Imprenta Real, 1783, an example of which is in the Archivo
General de la Nación (México, D.F.), Reales Cédulas, Vol. CXXVI, fols.
40-117, Article V refers to West Florida’s cession.
5. Jack D. L. Holmes, “Dunbar, William,” pending publication in the Mississippi Authors Project of the University Presses of Mississippi, 1981; and
Jack D. L. Holmes and Gilbert C. Din, “William Dunbar: Renaissance
Man of the Old Southwest,” pending 1981 publication in the Journal of
Mississippi History. Holmes is writing a biography of Dunbar.
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Vaughan’s school in Philadelphia. The father wrote his son’s
future tutor: “This boy is to be placed under your protection: he
is about 14 years of age & hast not enjoyed those advantages of
education in this Country which he ought to possess at his years;
he is however tollerably grounded in Arithmetic & book-keeping, and has acquited a smattering in Mathematicks, geography,
the use of the Globes, some little notion of Botany, and has read
on various subjects, all this he would soon forget, & will only now
assist him to begin those studies under better auspices, he is not
deficient in natural talent and genius. My present view is to bestow upon him the education of a Gentleman and of a man of
Science if he shall be found capable of acquiring it, & we will
leave for hereafter the determination of the profession or business
which he may ultimately pursue according to the future development of his genius and propensities.“6
The elder Dunbar had referred to the lack of educational advantages available in Natchez. There were tutors, but sometimes
they knew little more than their charges, as the harsh critic,
Pierre-Louis Berquin-Duvallon, noted.7 Still, Dunbar suggested
in 1794 that his wife make an arrangement with Mrs. David Williams, who lived on a neighboring plantation. “I understand that
our schoolmaster goes to Mrs. Williams’,” he wrote, “Wou’d it
not be good to make a bargain to send your Children for one
month to Mrs. Williams’ & let her send hers the next month to
your house with the Master?” Dunbar felt such travel would be
an additional benefit.8
The Natchez tutors were an interesting lot. John Arden filed
suit in 1792 for sums due him for instructing the planters’ children. In approving his petition, Governor Manuel Gayoso de
Lemos argued that all personal labor was privileged, but that
“education, being one of the things of most interest to the com6.

William Dunbar to John Vaughan, Natchez, May 2, 1808, in Mrs. Dunbar
Rowland (Eron Rowland) (comp.), Life, Letters and Papers of William
Dunbar of Elgin, Morayshire, Scotland, and Natchez, Mississippi, Pioneer
Scientist of the Southern United States (Jackson, Mississippi, 1930), 361.
7. [Pierre-Louis Berquin-Duvallon], Vue de la colonie espagnole du Mississipi (sic), ou des provinces de Louisiane et Floride Occidentale, en
l’année 1802 . . . (Paris, 1803), 294-95. He claimed that the planters
picked up some “poor wretch” along the road and gave him room and
board and a small fee “in exchange for which he offered the children all
he knew— which was seldom much!”
8. William Dunbar to his wife (Dinah), New Orleans, May 5, 1794, Dunbar
MSS., Mississippi Department of Archives and History, Z-114.1.
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mon good, the salary of School Masters should be considered one
of the most privileged.” He also applied the moratorium on debts
to others, but not to the teachers, who he believed should be paid
for their efforts.9
Valentine Thomas Dalton was another Natchez teacher who
tried to educate the frontier children. On November 12, 1792, he
signed a contract with interim-commandant Carlos de Grand-Pré
by which he promised to “dwell in the house of. . . Grand-Pré for
three years, and during that time to teach all his children to
speak and write the English language.” Dalton expected the sum
of $100 per year plus his board and a bonus of 250 arpents of land
on Cole’s Creek. Apparently, the youngsters resisted his attempts,
for on December 9, 1795, he admitted his defeat, that he was unable to teach them what they were supposed to learn. In this case,
the contract was voided with no hard feelings.10
Learning-by-doing also characterized Natchez schooling. Patrick Taggert earned a reputation for mechanical skills which
made him a useful member of the thirty-first parallel boundary
commission. When he was not working as a deputy surveyor,
Taggert’s time was spent as a Natchez schoolteacher.11 Thomas
Gills was listed as a “maestro esculea” or schoolteacher, living on
the Tombigbee River some eighteen leagues from Fort San
Esteban de Tombachbé in 1795.12 At Baton Rouge, Jean Frémont
left his schoolhouse along with a good number of debts and fled
to Norfolk, where he convinced an attractive lady to divorce her
husband and marry him. Their future son, John Charles Frémont,
is known as the Great Pathfinder of the West and one-time presidential candidate.13 Stress among schoolteachers was handled in
9. Judicial records, file 1261, Docket 2892, box 65, March 26, 1792, in
Caroline Maude Burson, The Stewardship of Don Esteban Miró, 17821792 (New Orleans, 1940), 264. fn. 14.
10. May Wilson McBee (trans. and abstractor), The Natchez Court Records,
1767-1805, Abstracts of Early Records (Greenwood, Miss., and Ann Arbor,
Michigan, 1953; reprint ed., Baltimore, 1979), 93.
11. Patrick Tegard (Taggert) to Thomas Freeman, Lancaster, Pennsylvania,
May 1, 1802, Southern Boundary, U.S. and Spain, Andrew Ellicott Papers,
National Archives (Washington, D.C.), Record Group 76, Vol. III. There
is a certificate by Ellicott regarding Taggert’s abilities on the same date in
ibid. See also Jack D. L. Holmes, Gayoso: the Life of a Spanish Governor
in the Mississippi Valley, 1789-1799 (Baton Rouge, 1965), 129.
12. Brand book for St. Stephens, 1795, AGI, PC, legajo 222-B; Jack D. L.
Holmes, “Notes on the Spanish Fort San Esteban de Tombecbé,” The
Alabama Review, XVIII (October 1965), 281-90.
13. Bertram Wallace Korn, The Early Jews of New Orleans (Waltham, Mass.,
1969), 105-06.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol60/iss1/7

4

Holmes: Educational Opportunities in Spanish West Florida, 1781-1821
SPANISH WEST FLORIDA, 1781-1821

81

various ways. Mons. Saqué, a 103-year-old teacher across the Mississippi from West Florida, “had gotten drunk regularly every day
for the past forty years.“14
Pensacola was more of a military garrison than frontier farming settlement, and there was little educational opportunity available. Governor Folch sent his sons to England for their schooling,
and enrolled his daughter in the Ursuline Convent School in New
Orleans. From 1770, when Governor Alexander O’Reilly provided
for the school’s support, until 1803, when the United States acquired Louisiana, the Ursuline Convent School was a bit of culture in a land of rustic bayous and forests.15
Irene Folch arrived at the Ursuline school in 1796. For a time
she stayed with the family of Captain Manuel de Lanzós, former
commandant of Mobile, but after she had purchased necessary
clothes she joined such students as the fiancée of Lieutenant
Martín Palao y Pratz, who wanted his intended protected from
seduction rather than to have her taught anything.16 Another
classmate of these girls, Feliciana, resisted being placed there. She
was described as “a raging little demon who obeys no one, is indifferent to everything, is without shame, meddlesome, determined, deaf to reproaches as well as threats, and cannot be controlled by force.“17
Apparently, there was no established primary schools for
Pensacola or Mobile. Still, the settlers of these places were not
considered ignorant. Andrew Jackson’s wife Rachel commented in
1821 on the fact that the Pensacola people spoke Spanish and
French, and some conversed in four or five languages.18 Another
14.
15.

16.
17.
18.

Pierre Clément de Laussat, Memoirs of My Life . . . . translated by Sister
Agnes-Josephine Pastwa, edited by Robert D. Bush (New Orleans, 1978),
68.
O’Reilly’s Regulation, New Orleans, February 23, 1770, as cited in
asientos (pay sheets) of the Ursuline Nuns, AGI, PC, legajo 538-b. On
the Ursuline Convent School, see Caroline Francis, “A Note on the Organization of the Oldest School for Girls in the Mississippi Valley,”
Mississippi Valley Historical Association Proceedings, VIII (1914-1915),
201-09; Heloise Hulse Cruzat, “The Ursulines of Louisiana,” Louisiana
Historical Quarterly, II (January 1919), 5-23; and Martin Luther Riley,
“The Development of Education in Louisiana Prior to Statehood,” ibid.,
XIX (July 1936), 617-18.
Joseph Xavier Delfau de Pontalba to his wife (Jeanne Francoise LeBretton des Charmeaux), New Orleans, March 21, June 6, 25, and July 5,
1796, in Letter-diary of Pontalba, Tulane University Archives.
Ibid., September 24, 1796, fol. 233.
Rachel Jackson to Mrs. Elizabeth Kingsley, Pensacola, July 23, 1821, in
James Parton, Life of Andrew Jackson, 3 vols. (New York, 1860), II, 605.
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early arrival to American Pensacola, Samuel Myers, predicted that
Pensacola would soon be the “seat of the Seminaries of learning.“19 Yet, despite this prediction, little was done during the
Spanish period to support education.
Settlers urged Bishop Cirilo de Barcelona during his 1791
pastoral visit to send them a teacher for the “a-b-c’s” and religious
catechism.20 Four years passed, and nothing had been done.
Father Francisco Notario forwarded a renewed petition from
Pensacola urging the crown to supply “a teacher of primary subjects for the teaching and Catholic education of their children,
and to pay for the same because their small incomes do not permit them to do so.“21 This time, the petition brought royal attention to educational problems at Pensacola and the creation of a
position for a schoolteacher at an annual salary of $350, half what
the New Orleans pedagogues earned.22
Time dragged on, and Pensacola still had no teacher. In 1804
the Spanish commissioners named to deliver Louisiana to the
French, Marqués de Casa-Calvo and Manuel de Salcedo, wrote to
Governor Folch at Pensacola that they had selected Fernando
Ibáñez to serve as combination interpreter-schoolteacher.23 Ibáñez
was already teaching at the New Orleans Spanish School, which
had been organized by Spain as a means of teaching the Spanish
language in Louisiana by contract of July 17, 1771.24 Ibáñez
earned $350 as an assistant under Father Ubaldo Delgado.25 On
May 29, 1805, he was named to head a Pensacola school with a
19.
20.
21.
22.

23.
24.

25.

Samuel Myers to Louisa Myers, Pensacola, May 29, 1821, Virginia Myers
McBlair Papers, R. W. Woodward Library for Advanced Studies, Emory
University, Special Collections.
Expediente (dossier) on education in Pensacola, 1791-1805, AGI, Audiencia de Santo Domingo, legajo 2531.
Summary of petition, Pensacola, June 16, 1795, enclosed with decree of
Council of Indies, in ibid.
Ibid. The Council of the Indies also recommended on September 16,
1796, the creation of a school for Pensacola as requested: Catálogo de los
fondos cubanos del Archivo General de Indias, Tomo I, Vol. II, Consultas
y decretos, 1784-1820; Vol. XII, Colección de documentos inéditos para
la historia de Hispano-América, 2nd ed. (Madrid, 1930), 203.
Casa-Calvo and Salcedo to Folch, New Orleans, February 16, 1804, AGI,
PC, legajo 70-B.
Abraham P. Nasatir, “Government Employees in Spanish Louisiana,”
Louisiana Historical Quarterly, XXIX (October 1946), 984-85, 1020-21.
On this school, see David K. Bjork, trans. and ed., “Documents Relating
to the Establishment of Schools in Louisiana, 1771,” Mississippi Valley
Historical Review, XI (March 1925), 561-69.
Acuerdo (agreement) of Council of Indies, May 29, 1805, AGI, Audiencia
de Santo Domingo, legajo 2531.
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26

$700 annual stipend. It does not appear that Ibáñez ever taught
the children of Pensacola, however, or that he even visited the
place.
For the sons of military officers there were several educational
opportunities. Not only were the cadets expected to learn their
military discipline, manual of arms, and tactics, but mathematics
furnished a common discipline for them. It was Governor
O’Reilly, who envisioned the cadet program and established rules
of conduct for the commanders after the poor showing of Spain
in the conflict with England during the Seven Years’War.27 Commanders of the Louisiana and West Florida military regiment,
which was the Louisiana Infantry Regiment created from the
initial battalion brought by first governor Antonio de Ulloa in
1766, were required to supervise annual testing of the cadets and
to make suitable reports. 28 On one occasion, however, Governor
Gayoso reported that he was late in signing the grades due to the
presence of Spain’s enemies off the Louisiana coast, so that exams
could not be given. Still, he added, what the cadets missed in their
classrooms, they more than made up for in practical training
aboard ships which served on various expeditions intended to
block enemy movements against West Florida.29
The importance of mathematics in the military training program was emphasized by Governor Folch in a letter to his son in
England. Carlos de Morant compiled a “text-book” on fractions
which explained the signs and rules of arithmetic, and the various
means by which fractions were added, subtracted, multiplied,
and divided.30 Since these cadets were intended to advance to
26. Ibid.
27. O’Reilly’s Mémoire sur l’instruction des cadets, Barcelona, May 25, 1767,
Bibliothèque Nationale (Paris), MSS Espagnols. Vol. 363, fols. 242-45
(Esp. 423), cited in Jack D. L. Holmes, Honor and Fidelity: The Louisiana Infantry Regiment and the Louisiana Militia Companies, 1766-1821
(Birmingham, Alabama, 1965), 77.
28. Ibid. Commanders of the cadets included Tomás de Acosta (1773-1774),
Josef de la Peña (1774-1777), Francisco Paula Morales (1793), Ignacio
Fernández de Velasco (1794-1795), Vicente Fernández de Texeiro, and
Antonio de Soto y Vaillant. Service in teaching the cadets was considered
a “recommendable service” entitled to entry on one’s service record:
Petition of Soto, Pensacola, April 13, 1799, and opinion of Governor
Folch, San Carlos de Barrancas, April 17, 1799, both in AGI, PC, legajo
134-A.
29. Gayoso to Conde de Santa Clara, No. 139, New Orleans, May 20, 1798,
ibid., legajo 1501-A.
30. The textbooks signed at New Orleans, January 12, 1797, are in AGI, PC,
legajo 223-B.

Published by STARS, 1981

7

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 60 [1981], No. 1, Art. 7
84

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL QUARTERLY

officer ranks and command the regiment in their turn, it may be
seen their mathematical training was of considerable importance. 31
One-time commander of Mobile, Pedro Joseph Favrot, went a
step further in developing textbooks. To spend his time as commander of Fort San Phelipe de Placaminas below New Orleans,
he compiled in 1798 a textbook with questions and answers concerning the “sciences” and mathematics, which he hoped would
be useful to his son Luis, and, “if he is willing to apply himself,”
Philogene, Luis’s less academically-oriented brother. According
to one biographer, the textbook was quite sound in its pedagogy,
containing “lucid questions and answers,” which enabled both
youths to absorb sufficient information to stand them well in their
subsequent careers. But, Favrot’s “textbook” went beyond the
basics in math and science. He included sections on languages,
drawing, dance, optics, physics, astronomy, geography, history,
and “moral maxims.“32
If children could not afford formal instruction in New Orleans, from tutors, or the trip to foreign climes, there was another
alternative. The children of the poor and middle class were able
to learn to read while picking up the fundamentals of a trade
through the system of apprenticeships common at the time. This
system of “learning-while-doing” was most effective in the
Natchez district during the colonial period.33 James Smith apprenticed his son, Prestwood, age seven, to his (James’s) brother
William for a fourteen-year period “to learn the art of silversmith.” William was obliged to give his nephew “two years of
schooling and teach him the art of his calling.“34
Often such contracts provoked disputes, as in the case of
Stephen Marble, who had been apprenticed to David Douglas in
1791 to “learn the trade of carpenter and, by agreement, was to
be also taught to read and write.” Four years later, Stephen’s
brother complained that the young apprentice was being used as
a menial servant, “washing dishes and milking cows,” without
having learned the rudiments of reading and writing or the trade.
31. Holmes, Honor and Fidelity, 77.
32. Helen Parkhurst, “Don Pedro Favrot, a Creole Pepys,” Louisiana Historical Quarterly, XXVIII (July 1945), 679-734; Burson, Miró, 263.
33. Riley, “Development of Education,” 619-20.
34. Apprentice agreement, July 9, 1794, in McBee, Natchez Court Records,
196.
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Governor Gayoso called all parties to his office to investigate the
charge. David Douglas argued that the charges were without
merit. “It is true,” he testified, “that I have not made him work
much at the carpenter’s trade,” but he claimed the youth was too
small and, because “children should be taught to read and write
and afterwards put to work,” he was living up to his end of the
bargain. The commandant of Natchez called on schoolmaster
Valentine Dalton to examine Stephen both in respect to his
progress in the carpenter’s trade and in reading and writing.
Master carpenter John Scott joined Dalton in concluding that
the youngster should continue with Douglas because he already
had learned the basics of education and was now old enough to
be taught the elements of carpentry. But before the case was decided, the youth was taken, in company with his brother, from
Natchez to Big Black Creek out of the authorities’ jurisdiction.35
Orphans were also used in such a way as to give them a basic
education on the one hand, and utilize their labor on the other.
Mary Higdon of Natchez took two orphans, Theophilus and Isaac
Marble, both siblings of the would-be carpenter, Stephen, not yet
in their teens, who were to be given an education “suitable to
their station in life, and to keep them until they shall attain the
age of 21 years,” at which time they would receive “a complete
suit of clothes and a horse and saddle.“36 Natchez teacher John
Arden took another member of this family, seven-year-old Louisa
Marble, to “educate as I would my daughter and to treat her as
such until she is 18 at which time to give her a complete suit of
clothes.“37 William Bishop took two-year-old Nancy Kidd with
the same provision for giving her “a regular education and to
maintain her decently until she is 16,” with the customary “suit
of clothes” given to her at the end of her apprenticeship.38
One of the most interesting examples of a leading planter taking responsibility for a young child’s education is that of Stephen
Minor agreeing to educate his nephew, the posthumous son of
the filibuster Philip Nolan .39 Minor was awarded guardianship of
young Philip Nolan in 1810, when the child was barely nine years
old. By terms of the court order Minor bound himself to guard
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.

Ibid., 219-21.
Ibid., 150.
Ibid.
Contract, September 24, 1792, in ibid.
Holmes, Gayoso, 261.
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the youth’s property, person, and education.40 Minor sent young
Nolan, not yet a teenager, to Baltimore for his training in 1813.
To J. C. Wederstrandt Minor wrote that he would do all in his
power “to render [young Nolan’s] situation as comfortable as
possible, and to place him with such persons as I am sure will pay
every attention to his morals and General deportment.” Minor
agreed to the boarding terms with a Baltimore family of $232 per
year, including $20 for washing and $12 for shoe black. Mr.
Black’s academy offered training in “reading, writing, arithmetic, bookkeeping, mathematics, geography with the use of
globes and maps, algebra, English grammar, Latin and Greek
languages,” all at a cost of $40 per year, plus $40 per year extra
for Latin and Greek; $8 per quarter for French and Spanish; and
$5 a quarter for French alone.41
Minor occupied the former Gayoso residence of “Concord,”
but the property was soon purchased by Natchez planter Peter
Walker, who sent his son to Philadelphia for his education.42
Young John Walker was a friend of boundary commissioner
Andrew Ellicott and visited that home frequently. He wrote his
father in Natchez how his education was progressing. The letter
is an almost timeless example of the young student away at college. “I still continue at the Academy,” he wrote. “I have read as
far as the third book of Euclid and am complete master of
Spheries [sic for Spheres]. I am at present studying Astronomy. I
have went through Navigation and Surveying. In a couple of
weeks I shall begin Algebra. I am the first in the first class of a
hundred and odd.“43 He described his hectic schedule at the
academy: “I have to get up very early every morning and learn 4
40. Mary Steere to Bernard Lintot, Baton Rouge, July 29, 1801, Stephen
Minor Papers, Louisiana State University Archives; Natchez Court
Records: Orphans’ Book I, 149, 150, 152; Guardian Book, I (1802-1826),
I, 57.
41. J. C. Wederstrandt to Major Stephen Minor, Baltimore, November 14,
1813, Minor Papers.
42. Peter Walker was an Adams County Court clerk in Natchez in 1802. An
important planter during the Spanish dominion, he was a close friend of
Stephen Minor, and one of his sons accompanied Minor on the 1798
boundary commission. Dunbar Rowland (ed.), The Mississippi Territorial Archives, 1798-1803 (Executive Journals of Governor Winthrop
Sargent and Governor William Charles Cole Claiborne) (Nashville, 1905),
391; William Dunbar to Gayoso, Natchez, March 11, 1798, AGI, PC,
legajo 215-A.
43. John Walker to “Dear Father” [Peter Walker], Philadelphia, September
27, 1800, Minor Papers.
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propositions in Euclid’s by brea(k)fast, go to the Academy at 8,
return at 12 [dine until 2, when I return to classes], and out at
5.” What free time he had in the evening he spent reading modern European history, for John Walker had resolved on a tour of
Europe and a possible commission in the navy or merchant
marine. He urged his father to send him money, as he was somewhat short of funds at school.44
When William Dunbar sent young William to the same town,
he urged the boy’s mentor not to lavish him with too much
money. “An idea has been received here,” he wrote, “that in the
generality of American seminaries too much liberty is allowed &
too much money given to be spent by the Students consistent with
their best improvement & progress in education.” As for the program of study which Dunbar expected to be established for his
son, he wrote that “a moderate knowledge of Latin & Greek is
essential to a general education; Mathematical knowledge I consider as a main pillar upon which a Superstructure may be raised
of the various branches of Natural philosophy not omitting at the
same time Gen.L. history and Belles lettres; Chemistry, NatL.
history and Botany are not to be neglected in their proper season.“45 Dunbar also felt that “what may be called personal accomplishments” such as “dancing, fencing, drawing, music . . .
french & Spanish languages ought also to have their share of attention.” With such a program, Dunbar tempered his advice with
the following: “You will please to exercise your own good judgement with respect to the times & seasons of instruction of the various branches & also how many may be taught at a time without
overcharging the mind of the Pupil.“46
These few examples of white educational opportunities do
not address themselves to education provided to blacks and to
Indians. They do show, however, that the legend of Spanish incompetence and illiteracy will not stand the test of careful examination. The high hopes for education in Spanish West Florida
were seldom realized, it is true, but the opportunities were there
for those who wished to take advantage of them.
44. Ibid. Young Walker added his description of the new Federal capital:
“I went to the federal city where I saw the handsomest building I ever
saw (:) the Capitol and president’s house (,) two magnificent houses
built on hewn stone (,) but the country is the poorest I ever saw, except
the pine hills of Georgia.
45. Rowland, Life of Willian Dunbar, 361-63.
46. Ibid.
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